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Fishing During the Pre-Club Era
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On April 3, 1866 the South Side Sportsmen’s Club was established “for the protection, increase and capture of

game, birds and fish, and for the promotion of social intercourse among its members”. The club and the river

quickly became known throughout the world for its excellent trout fishing. It did not take these men very long

to understand the importance of protecting the river from development. By the early 1900s, the club owned the

3.473 acres we know as CRSPP.

Members of the Club recognized that a hatchery and conservation practices were very important to maintain

adequate levels of trout for fishing.



Mill Preserves
Established 1871

The building on the left was originally a hatchery.  Fluctuations in water flow 
as a result of mill operations and seasonal variations in temperature did not 

produce the quantity that the members wanted and in 1883, hatchery 
operations were moved to East Brook.  
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Current operations presented by Hatchery Manager Matthew Caputo

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5ZTUm6M7-yE

• Good Morning and thank you for listen to us chat about our little piece of Paradise.

• Let’s begin with current hatchery maintenance, “A Day in the Life”.  

• Every day the screens leading into each pond are removed and cleared of leaves and debris.  

This task becomes almost an hourly task in the fall months as the leaves if left on the screens 

block the water flow.

• Feed the ponds – different amounts and occurrences depending on the age of the trout.

• In the hatchery building, the troughs are cleaned daily and the fry are fed.

• In the summer months, maintaining the grounds becomes a major task – mowing, pruning and 

lopping

• Summer projects include “rebuilding” the diverters; the rock jetties you see throughout the 

river.  The diverters increase the oxygen in the water while increasing the flow.  We realize 

the diverters look like great spots to cast from, but they are there for the health of the trout 

and the river.  Please stay off of them.

• We also plant perennials and trees around the ponds in the summer to provide shade as 

well as attract bugs.

• Summer is a good time for working in the tributaries which increase flow as well as 

introduce wild trout to the main river.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5ZTUm6M7-yE


Fishing Protocols

ConnetquotRiverFlyingFishingMapInformation.pdf (ny.gov)

• The rules are available online and on the back of the fishing map, but not much has changed

• Those who aren’t familiar, there are just a few MAJOR NO NOs
• 1 angler (1 working rod) per site 

• You can keep No more than 2 fish per person per session 

• No Barbed hooks 

• No lead on lines

• No Stringers

• No Neoprene waders or felt bottom boots.  These can transport diseases and invasives.

• Staff check the river daily. Feel free to approach us with any questions or comments you have.  

We’re happy to talk to anglers.  We like to know what they’re biting on too!

• All of these rules have been in place for decades to protect the fishery and to keep the Connetquot 

River one of Long Island’s prestigious Fly Fishing Destinations

• When you fish at Connetquot, you do so just as United States Presidents, European Royalty, Heads of State 
and business magnates have enjoyed since 1860.  

https://parks.ny.gov/documents/parks/ConnetquotRiverFlyingFishingMapInformation.pdf


Future Projects & Plans presented by Hatchery Manager Matthew Caputo

• This past winter for the first time in approximately 17 years, Connetquot Hatchery Staff stripped 

eggs from 3 year old Brook trout that yielded approximately 400 “homegrown” trout.

• Great learning experience for the staff

• Looking forward to doing this again on a larger scale.

• The old Nursery Building and it’s pond are currently under repair and the pond is being cleared.

• Once repairs are completed, the Nursery will house the homegrown Brook Trout.

• We will pull from that population future strip spawning.  


